PALICA project to reduce bycatch in French Guiana
PALICA project (Pêcheries Actives pour la Limitation des Interactions et des Captures
Accidentelles) –Fisheries working towards the Limitation of Bycatch – began in
September in French Guiana. This project was initiated by WWF French Guiana in
partnership with the French Guiana Regional Fisheries Committee (CRPMEM Guyane)
through European Funds for Maritime Affaires and Fisheries (FEAMP). This region has
rich marine natural resources, but some protected species are now endangered by
human activities such as leatherbacks (the number of nests decreased by 60% over
the last 8 years). As the only French/European department of South America, French
Guiana could represent a model of sustainable fisheries in the region as bycatch mitigation techniques
developed in French Guiana could be duplicated in neighbouring countries.
PALICA aims at evaluating and developing the technical, technological and logistical capacities of the
artisanal coastal gillnet fisheries in order to reduce the bycatch on protected species such as marine turtles,
dolphins and sawfishes. This work is realized hand in hand with professional fishers using the Collaborative
Fisheries Approach and therefore involving them in the process of developing ideas and potential solutions
that will harmonize fishing practices and transforming them to become compatible with the preservation
of marine megafauna.
Since September, 44 boat owners and fishers from the entire French Guiana coast have been interviewed
in order to better understand the coastal fisheries context, complexities and issues. This collaborative
process seems to be appreciated by the stakeholders of the fisheries sector who feel that their voice is
being heard and taken into account.
Today, some solutions considered by the fishers are:
-

-

the modification of fishing gear and methods: for example, by reducing the vertical profile of
drifting gillnets, or/and testing red floats instead of white one (because marine turtles can’t see
the color red)
the diversification of the targeted marine resources (tuna, sea-bream, lobster,...) to reduce
pressure in time and space, particularly during the marine turtles nesting period

PALICA aims to highlighting the proactivity of the French Guianese fishermen whom wish to improve their
situation and move to more sustainable practices.

Picture taken by a French
Guainese fisherman

