
 

 

 

 

 

  
The Purus-Manu Conservation Corridor (PMCC) is one of the largest forest areas encompassing 
around 10 million ha. This landscape straddles the regions of Ucayali, Cuzco and Madre de Dios in 
Southern Peru. It is home to some of the last populations of indigenous people in isolation and 
initial contact (PIACI), and it represents one of Peru’s most important natural heritage areas that 
still maintains excellent conservation conditions. 
 
Territorial Reserves (TR) are created to protect indigenous people in isolation and initial contact. 
Four of the five existing in Peru are located in the PMCC: Murunahua, Mashco-Piro, Nahua-Nanti-
Kugapakori and Madre de Dios TRs (about 30% of the corridor area). Moreover, the PMCC includes 
5 protected areas: the Alto Purus and Manu National Parks, the Purus and Amarakaeri Communal 
Reserves, and the Megantoni National Sanctuary; as well as, a research station, a conservation 
concession, forest management concessions, private lands and a mosaic of communities from 16 
different indigenous groups. PIACI also live in the neighboring protected areas of Brazil in the 
Eastern border of the Corridor. 



 

 
 

 
Despite the legal protection status of an important number of areas inhabited by PIACI, Territorial 
Reserves face many challenges related to management, institutional arrangements, law 
enforcement, information and financial sustainability. Therefore, WWF is working to build alliances 
among the different government actors and the civil society. 

 

 

 
Indigenous people in isolation are those 
indigenous groups who have no social 
bonds whatsoever with national societies or 
who have terminated them after any 
previous interactions. Peoples in initial 
contact are those who have recently decided 
to start interacting with other members of 
national society. 
 



Partners 
 
 
WWF works in close coordination with the Ministry of Culture (MINCUL), through the Viceministry 
of Interculturality (VMI) – Directorate of Indigenous People in Isolation and Initial Contact (DACI), 
which is the governing body of TRs and responsible of coordinating legal, administrative and 
operational initiatives with other government sectors and civil society to protect these people. 
 
Besides the MINCUL and project partners organizations (see box), WWF is looking to coordinate 
efforts towards PIACI’s protection with key stakeholders from the national government, such as the 
Protected Areas National Service (SERNANP), regional governments of Ucayali (GOREU) and 
Madre de Dios (GOREMAD), and local authorities, as well as, with the corporate sector operating in 
neighboring areas and with several groups of local people with different interests and priorities. 
 
 

 
 
 
  



Current WWF’s achievements 
 
Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between MINCUL and WWF-
Peru, with aims to implement cooperation tools and mechanisms to foster joint activities focused 
on the development and execution of programs, projects, research activities, training, dissemination 
and awareness related to PIACI, working along with indigenous organizations. 
 
Promotion of the MoU signing between SERNANP and MINCUL (June 2014), with the 
ultimate aim to ensure and improve PIACI’s protection from a legal, technical and operational 
perspective in both institutions. 
 
Incorporation of the PIACI issue in the Madre de Dios Concerted Development Plan, 
where several actions have been coordinated for the next five years along with GOREMAD, the 
Madre de Dios Indigenous Federation (FENAMAD) and civil society organizations, in order to 
protect these groups.  
 
 
 
Promotion and organization of the II Meeting for Managers of Protected Areas of 
the Purus  basin (Peru and Brazil) 

Held in 2014 in Puerto Esperanza (Peru). This event engaged government and civil society 
representatives from both countries working around PIACI’s protection in protected areas, 
territorial reserves or indigenous lands. The commitments undertaken by representatives of both 
countries – to be developed within a 3-years period – include the systematization and sharing of 
information and methodologies, promotion of agreements with local communities to reduce 
potential conflicts with PIACI, promotion for improved presence of government officials at key 
points in the border, and advocacy work to stop the road Puerto Esperanza-Iñapari in Peru. 

 

 

 

 

Next steps 
 
Elaboration of proposals that regulate the Protocols for Action established by the 
Law for Protection of Indigenous People or Natives in Isolation and Initial Contact, 
as well as its regulations, including guidelines to elaborate Anthropological Contingency Plans 
for forest concessions and natural protected areas. This is a joint initiative with SERNANP, the 
National Forest and Wildlife Service (SERFOR) and indigenous organizations of Ucayali (ORAU) 
and Madre de Dios (FENAMAD). 
 
Elaboration of the institutional framework for Civil Society Protection Agents 
focused on the protection of territorial reserves, with aims to reach the formal recognition 
of the current protection agents of civil society and their incorporation into DACI as public officials. 
It also aims to reach the legal recognition of the existing infrastructure used by these Protection 
Agents as a Public patrimony, and to have a public budget to achieve an ongoing operation. 
 
Update of the Regional Strategic Plan for PIACI in Ucayali, which is a joint initiative with 
GOREU in order to articulate their protection actions in favor of PIACI with other efforts of 
government sectors and indigenous organizations in a coordinated manner. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
It is a joint effort led by WWF in partnership with CARE-Peru, Frankfurt 
Zoological Society (FZS), ProNaturaleza (Peruvian Foundation for Nature 
Conservation), AIDESEP´s Ucayali Regional Organization (ORAU) and ProPurus, 
with financial support of the Initiative for Conservation in the Andean Amazon 
(ICAA-USAID) and the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation (GBMF). The 
ultimate goal is to contribute towards the consolidation of this landscape through 
the development and improvement of management instruments and an effective 
financial sustainability strategy for natural protected areas, as well as the 
strengthening of territorial reserves, mitigation of threats in the influence area 
and the promotion of policies focused on the corridor’s conservation and 
wellbeing of its inhabitants at a long-term period. 
 

 
For further information, please contact: 

 
Heidi Rubio (heidi.rubio@wwfperu.org ) 

Alejandra Watanabe (alejandra.watanabe@wwfperu.org) 
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A higher resolution of this infographic can be downloaded from: 
http://peru.panda.org/en/keep_updated/publications/?212151/Purus---Manu-Conservation-
Corridor  
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