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The world today faces a climatic emergency, where human-induced Global Warming has
already exceeded 1°C above pre-industrial levels at the end of the 19th century. This is
just one of the facts that make it essential today for all countries, to raise the
ambition of their climate commitments (Nationally Determined Contribution or
NDC) within the framework of the Paris Agreement, whose main objective is to
keep the planet’s global warming level below 1.5°C by 2030. However, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warned in 2018 that the mitigation
goals established by the countries in 2015 are insufficient to keep the planet below that
limit. If this trend continues, by mid-century we could reach an increase of 3°C, with
catastrophic impacts on life on the planet.

Chile has a great responsibility in this area, not only because it’s hosting the next Climate
Change Conference (COP25), but also because it is considered a highly vulnerable
territory to Climate Change, despite being a country whose emissions is low within
the global context. Likewise, the country has demonstrated that although its economy is
still developing, it has been able to lead the region through its energy transformation
process and establish a target to reach carbon neutrality by 2050.

WWF Chile seeks to contribute to the discussion about the role and ambition that the
country should assume as the COP25 and the environmental challenges of the post-2020
era draw near, considering the New Deal for Nature and People, spearheaded by
WWF all over the world.

In this context, we present the following proposals or guiding principles that WWF Chile
will promote, aiming towards a decarbonized country, resilient to the effects of
Climate Change, with protected biodiversity, sustainable development and
environmental justice.



For WWF, the integration of a low-emission economy and the implementation of
nature-based solutions are the two pillars of climate action on which to concentrate
transformational efforts to achieve a 50% reduction in total national emissions by
2030 (compared to 2010), as well as neutralize absolute emissions with carbon capture
and storage primarily in ecosystems, reaching neutrality by 2050.

The next update of Chile's National Contributions by 2020 should incorporate absolute
emission reduction targets, replacing the current emission intensity target
(tons of CO2 equivalent per unit of Gross Domestic Product, GDP). This modification
would increase transparency and make it possible to set national and sectoral mitigation
targets linked to the National GHG Inventory (INGEI by its acronym in Spanish). This
would significantly facilitate the monitoring of progress under an eventual Long-Term
Low-Emissions Resilient Development Strategy, which could be implemented under a
Framework Climate Change Law.

It is critical to accelerate decarbonization of the country's electric matrix by
2030, which entails meeting the schedule for closing the 28 coal-fired power plants in
operation. For WWF Chile, it is key to move forward in 10 years the plan presented by the
government for to close thermoelectric plants, which was presented by the Government
to 2040. The conditions to do so are in place, considering the advancements in renewable
energy, and decarbonizing Chile would confront one of the most important sources of
emissions in the country. If the current coal-fired power generation were replaced by
renewables, Chile would be able to reduce its national emissions by 26% by 2030.
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For Chile's post-coal future, the next three years will be key to establishing concrete steps
to think about a 50% reduction in our total emissions by 2030, and to develop concrete
strategies to address it:

a) Energy Efficiency: a national system with integrated monitoring and reports on the
results of public and private programs.

b) Storage: lead solutions in the short term for the inclusion of storage centers that give
flexibility and stability to a system that has a greater participation of renewable energy,
especially solar and wind.

c) Transmission lines: early planning for new routes that incorporates conversations
with local communities and minimal impact on nature.

d) Distributed Energy: a focus on the promotion of decentralized and local energy
systems that have intelligent grid technologies, allowing for more efficient energy
consumption, generated by quality renewable energy resources closer to the point of
consumption.

e) Electromobility: by 2030, the country is expected to achieve an electromobility
boost in land transport, taking on the challenge of building electric recharging
infrastructure so that the public sector can achieve 100% electromobility by 2040.
Promoting more sustainable transport today is key to reducing dependence on imported
fossil fuels.

f) Carbon pricing instruments: internalize the real social and environmental costs of
both global and local CO2 emissions.

The energy transition must be framed within a just transition process that ensures
respect for the rights of communities and people at risk of being adversely affected and
generates benefits at various levels. This implies incorporating the concept of equity into
national climate action, as well as respect for international treaties and their concepts,
such as free, prior and informed consent in the case of communities, particularly
indigenous communities.
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It is crucial that the Strategies and Plans for Climate Change Adaptation
and Mitigation incorporate the benefits that come from Biodiversity
and adopt Nature Based Solutions, simultaneously enhancing the resilience
of societies and ecosystems, across sectors and different management levels, and
prioritizing local solutions. These measures must be developed in collaboration
with local communities and indigenous people, so as to respect their rights and
ensure environmental justice.

At a global level, protected areas are an important mitigation and adaptation
strategy to face Climate Change. Therefore, we propose to increase the surface
area and representation of the National System of Protected Wild Areas (SNASPE, by
its acronym in Spanish) and Privately-Owned Protected Areas, including Land Trusts, to
protect 30% of the national territory by 2030, prioritizing the forests vegetation
floors (where the largest amount of carbon is captured) that are currently under-
represented in the SNASPE and also endangered to some degree, according to the
Ministry of the Environment. Additionally, effective management plans must be created
and implemented to ensure that 100% of the National Protected Wild Areas,
terrestrial and marine, have Management Plans in place by 2025, as well as
long-term funding to carry out these plans. To achieve this, WWF promotes the creation
of mixed public-private funds to complement the national budget, as well as key tax
incentives.

A more ambitious NDC for Chile should incorporate urgent actions to restore forests
and landscapes in Chile, considering that carbon capture through tree photosynthesis
is one of the most effective strategies to limit CO2 concentrations in the world. Therefore,
WWF proposes the restoration of 500,000 ha of native forest, moving up the
National Forest Policy goal from 2035 to 2030; in addition, it calls for an
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increase of 500,000 ha of native forests under Sustainable Forest
Management by the same date. We also urge the Government of Chile to continue
developing the National Forest Landscape Restoration Plan, to generate
incentives for the restoration and recovery of degraded soils in forest landscapes within
the COP25 framework and which aligns all national and international commitments.

By 2030, Chile must adopt the international policy of Zero Net Deforestation and
Degradation, a commitment to ending deforestation and degradation of native forests
and, in the event that this occurs due to causes such as forest fires and/or productive or
local development activities, the country must compensate with the same type of forest
that was lost. Thus, zero net deforestation and degradation should translate into zero
greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and degradation of forests and peatlands.

The implementation of a national land-use policy, in terrestrial and marine
environments, under a Sustainable and Resilient Landscapes Approach, is
fundamental to taking on the country's Climate Change challenges. This approach
systematically considers the participation and needs of multiple sectors and
stakeholders and promotes inter-sectoral compromises that also contribute to
achieving national commitments and global goals, such as reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, the Aichi Targets of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and the
Sustainable Development Goals. These approaches should be adopted and implemented
in the National Climate Change Adaptation Plans for the Forestry and Livestock Sector
and for Fisheries and Aquaculture.

The Sustainable and Resilient Landscapes vision has been promoted in several global
initiatives. For example, WWF is calling for changes in tree plantations via the New
Generation Plantations platform; FAO has proposed Climate Smart Agriculture; and
scientists and governments promote marine spatial planning and integrated management
of shorelines, with a focus on adaptation to Climate Change.
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WWF Chile promotes the development and incorporation of scientific knowledge to
evaluate the capacity of Chilean marine and coastal ecosystems to capture
and sequester CO2 in the long term, and thus be included in national adaptation
and mitigation plans. Furthermore, deepening knowledge on the composition and
structure of ecosystems, their carrying capacity and resilience at the lowest possible scale,
is necessary to properly develop adaptation plans. A fine-scale definition of marine
and coastal ecosystems would allow the identification of important sites for biodiversity
conservation, their vulnerabilities to Climate Change and their contribution in general to
enhance the resilience of traditional activities (e.g. artisanal fishing) in coastal
communities and first nations.

It is imperative that Climate Change Adaptation Strategies and Plans
incorporate Nature-Based Solutions, in order to reduce social and environmental
vulnerabilities, generate social benefits in the context of adaptation to Climate Change,
restore, maintain or improve ecosystems’ health, obtain support from policies at all levels,
support equitable governance and improve capacities. Examples would be:

a) Integrate green and mixed infrastructure into urban and rural development to
address threats such as changes in rainfall patterns, increased intensity and frequency of
droughts, increased intensity of river and coastal floods, and heat waves. Therefore, it
would be beneficial to incorporate green walls and urban wetlands, plant trees in
urban systems to lower the temperature in cities, and conserve coastal systems such as
estuaries and dunes, along with developing containment dikes for swells. These measures
would not only contribute to conservation objectives, but also human adaptation and
resilience.
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b) The role that nature and ecosystems play in controlling and reducing
natural disaster risk should be explicitly integrated into disaster risk reduction
policies in Chile, particularly focusing on the most vulnerable communities, such as
coastal communities, subsistence farmers and mountain communities. Conserving
coastal vegetation (coastal forests, wetlands, marshes and dunes) to reduce the risk of
flooding by storm surges, planting riparian vegetation to prevent erosion of riverbanks
and overflows during floods, and restoring forest landscapes in the upper part of
watersheds to reduce the risk of mudslides, are part of the measures that could be
incorporated.

Our freshwater ecosystems and watersheds will be severely impacted by Climate Change,
jeopardizing our water security (i.e. the reliable provision of water, both in quantity and
quality, for livelihoods, health and productive systems). Incorporating a Nature-
based Adaptation approach to water security in watersheds, especially in
high-demand productive systems such as, agriculture, mining and forestry, but also
in cities, will facilitate the incorporation of tools aimed at ensuring water availability for
all users.

Practical examples include the restoration of native species with a focus on headwater
and riverbank protection, and wetland protection and restoration; soil rehabilitation to
improve groundwater infiltration and erosion control; crop planning focused on species
that demand less water and are more tolerant to extreme weather events. Along these
lines, we propose that the Adaptation Plan for the Forestry, Livestock and Agricultural
sector incorporate elements of soil conservation and recovery of the water provision
ecosystem service. These plans should consider measures to ensure access to water for
the most vulnerable communities and groups, as well as guarantee an ecological flow.

Trends show that Chile is becoming an increasingly urbanized country. Currently 89.53%
of the population lives in urban areas and this is projected to reach 93.11% by 2050. A
more ambitious NDC must incorporate goals and means of implementation that allow for
increased climate action at the local level in regional and municipal governments.
Examples of key actions are strengthening public urban planning instruments
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with minimum energy efficiency standards for new buildings, and incentives for
retrofitting existing buildings. In addition to promoting electromobility and reduced
dependence on fossil fuels, cities could expand sustainable urban transport systems,
aiming to reduce vehicle traffic in general, increasing bike path mileage, pedestrian
traffic, and creating incentives for carpooling. There is also an urgent need to improve
waste management in order to limit and reduce the surface area of landfills, which are
concerning sources of pollution and GHG emissions. By applying a circular economy
approach it is possible to convert waste into new resources for the social and economic
development of the country.

It is no longer enough to transform the way we mobilize, simply leaving behind fossil
fuels, we also need to look at where we work, where we live and where we study to
improve our movements. We must think of our cities in terms of the impact generated by
procuring needed resources (metals, water, food) and promote cities that tend towards
self-sufficiency, limiting the use of external water, energy and products. This is where the
circular economy can be a great support. In addition, WWF believes in nature-based
solutions for cities, both to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of Climate Change.
Increasing green areas is necessary to reduce the impact of heat waves on people and
improve air quality, and reforesting hillsides is crucial to reducing the risk of natural
disasters.

a) Markets: The use of markets mechanisms to bend the curves of emissions and nature
loss is crucial for WWF, as for example the Science Based Targets Initiative (SBTi), that
help businesses to determine the emission reductions needed to face climate change.
Markets, when they have the right incentives, can be very fast elements of change, for
example, the penetration of solar energy in Chile, which facilitated the current
decarbonization commitment. The specific market tools to be used, as well as the
safeguards or care to be adopted, should be discussed and agreed upon, and this dialogue
should be addressed at the proposed post-COP25 transition table.
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b) Sustainable finances: Chile has made great strides in sustainable finance, a key
driver for increasing the scale and impact of climate action. Chile is at the forefront in the
use of green financial tools. The segment of Green and Social Bonds issued by the
Santiago Stock Exchange started in 2018 as a new platform for investment and financing
sustainable projects, in compliance with the Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI) international
standard. Additionally, we hope that the recent issuance of Chile's Sovereign Green
Bond, an instrument with great potential for implementing the NDC, will guide private
financial market actors interested in sustainable investment and climate action. WWF's
international experience (particularly in France), demonstrates that this is an area with
great potential for innovation, where Chile can assume leadership at the regional level.

Chile has the capacity to become a leader in global climate action, improving the country's
image, and influencing various political, social and economic aspects of the country. The
government has already shown a vision that is in tune with what science indicates is
necessary for the planet, especially considering its status as a developing country.

However, at WWF we know that none of these proposals and goals will be easy to reach.
Broad social agreement is required since no sector will be able to achieve it
independently. This is why we propose a Multi-Stakeholder Transition
Roundtable be established after the COP25 to hold sessions over the next
three years. Based on dialogue and science, this Roundtable will overcome the barriers
that may arise in the face of this greater contribution to climate action and will keep plans
aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
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